[Outcome of patients with inoperable multivessel coronary disease].
The authors studied the clinical course of 100 patients with two or three vessel coronary artery disease who were unsuitable for surgery because of the poor quality of the distal vascular bed or excessively depressed left ventricular function. The 6 year actuarial survival was 58 per cent; 43 of the 100 patients did not present any serious cardiac events causing death or requiring further admission to hospital, over this follow-up period. The severity of the clinical course in women and the presence of heart failure prior to coronary angiography were considered to be among the most important clinical prognostic factors. On the basis of the haemodynamic survey, the probability of survival or the risk of a further coronary accident appears to depend more on the extent of the left ventricular kinetic abnormalities than on the ejection fraction or the severity of the coronary lesions.